343

To smite the spirit's "brain with rheum doth never., never spare. 1

The plight of him inebriate at foitune's feast is this;

At times he drains the cup, at times he drees the ache of care.

Though faiily dight a while they stand, they'll yet be swept away,

The beaker's turn, the season of liesse, aie constant ne'ei.

Though sun were saddle and though moon were stirrup, lost they'd be,

If 'neath the thigh be yon careering steed, the sphere contraire.

For all the battlements of fortune's palace sciape the sky,

Yet of its arches none the script of permanency bear.

The stairy hosts disperse', one day empty of cup he'll be,

Though 'nealh his signet, like the moon, the evening province were. 2

It never hath been heard or seen since time its course began,

That e'er fulfilment's beauty o'er de&ire's own path did fare.

The fortune of the world is but a heap of shifting sand,

The tents are ever pitched on some fresh anguish or despair.

There is no hope for any to escape the Rustem-sphere

Which e'en the night-adorning moon doth in its halo snare. 3

But seldom on the troubled sea of foitune doth there li&e

To help upon its course the bark of hope a favouring air.

That chapter of the Khayriyya entitled "Concerning the
Troubles of Pashaship" is perhaps the most interesting, but
it is too long to give here in its entirety; I have, therefore,
had to rest satisfied with a selection of certain passages.

From the Khayriyya.  [309]

0 broiderer of eternal fortune fair,

O player on sweet wisdom's dulcimer, *

fix*******    i    K    #    Jt    *    4

Yearn not for office or for high estate,                *

1  The poets sometimes allude to a certain species of red lose the smelling
of which produced a cold in the head.

2  Khitta-i   Shdm  means  alike  Hhe  evening  province' and 'the province of
Syria,' and so gives an untianslntable pun.

3  The Persian hero Ru&tcm used often lo la&so his enemies: here the halo
is figured as a lasso round the moon.

* Ebu-3l-Khayr, the poet's son, is in the first instance addressed.